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inflexible principle of justice by which he was
guided would not give to one son an advantage
which he could not afford for the others. So young
Joseph went straight from school to join his father's
business in Milk Street.

For business he had a natural aptitude and he
early gave evidence that attention to business was
the law of his life.   Unlike his father, however, he
did not allow his business gravity to accompany him
into his leisure hours, and when his duty was done
he immersed himself gladly in pleasure.   At this
time he never missed a dance if he could help it,
and he developed an enthusiasm for amateur theatri-
cals, which was the outward expression of a dramatic
instinct which lasted his lifetime.    What effect this
industrious and vivacious young man would have
had upon the family business in Milk Street is an
interesting conjecture. But it is no more than a con-
jecture for there occurred at this time the event
which directed his course to the sphere which his
achievements made memorable. As has already been
mentioned, his aunt had married J. S. Nettlefold.
Nettlefold had been an ironmonger in Holborn but
had subsequently started a screw factory on Thames-
side. Screw-making however was in those days done
by hand, and so in about 1842 he transferred his
business to Birmingham, where he considered that
he could obtain a cheaper supply of labour and
materials.  His business prospered in Birmingham,
but in 1851 he discerned a challenge, which if not
taken up might prove fatal to his business interests.
The challenge took the form of an American invention
for screw-making which he saw at the Great Exhibi-
tion in Hyde Park.  A lesser man might well have
ignored or belittled the possibilities of the invention,
and by adhering to his own methods have allowed
the course of events to overtake him, and leave his